Critical Thinking with LearnAlberta.ca

This document has been provided by Diane Lander, Curriculum Facilitator, Parkland School Division No. 70.

A. What is Critical Thinking?

From page 8 of the Social Studies K-12 Program of Studies (Alberta Education):  
Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is a process of inquiry, analysis and evaluation resulting in a reasoned judgment. Critical thinking promotes the development of democratic citizenship. Students will develop skills of critical thinking that include: distinguishing fact from opinion; considering the reliability and accuracy of information; determining diverse points of view, perspective and bias; and considering the ethics of decisions and actions.

From Embedding Critical Thinking into Teaching and Learning (www.LearnAlberta.ca) written by Dr. Roland Case of The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2):
The close relationship between the term “critical” thinking and “criteria” is instructive. Mathew Lipman suggests that the word “critical” should be seen as a synonym for “criterial”—to think critically is to think in light of or using criteria (M. Lipman, “Criteria and judgement in critical thinking," Inquiry 9,2, 1992). A useful definition of critical thinking is as follows: To think critically is essentially to engage in deliberations with the intention of making a judgement based on appropriate criteria. 

B. LearnAlberta.ca Resources to Support Critical Thinking
1. Reference Document- Embedding Critical Thinking into Teaching and Learning
This resource defines critical thinking and explores how critical thinking can be used as a method of teaching. It also provides details about critical challenges, and outlines the components of the TC2 Critical Thinking Model.
Discussion Paper- Assessment: Linking Teaching and Learning
The discussion paper “Assessment in Alberta Social Studies,” located within the Assessment: Linking Teaching and Learning resource, explores internationally accepted principles and practices of fair assessment within a context of critical thinking and the Alberta Social Studies Program of Studies. 

2. Video clips- Various critical thinking sessions from the Social Studies Summer Institutes as well as interviews from experts in the field of critical thinking were videotaped. Video clips featuring Roland Case and Garfield Gini-Neumann provide a great starting point in deepening our understanding of critical thinking.

Locating the video clips: Search either “Roland Case” or “Garfield”

Diane’s recommendations:

a. Roland Case: Critical Thinking as an Effective Way of Teaching Social Studies (Part 3) (Support for  “Embedding Critical Thinking into Teaching and Learning” page 4)
b. Roland Case: Critical Thinking as an Effective Way of Teaching Social Studies (Part 4)
c. Roland Case: Critical Thinking and Identity (Interview Response Question 3)
d. Roland Case: A Model of Critical Thinking (Interview Response - Question 5)
e. Garfield Gini-Neuman: Critical Thinking as a Way of Teaching Social Studies Part 2
f. Garfield Gini-Newman: Embedding Critical Thinking into the New Social Studies Program of Studies (Part 3)
3. Critical Challenges: lessons that engage students in thinking critically

Overarching Critical Inquiries (OCIs): OCIs cluster the teaching of many specific outcomes under a central idea; each OCI contains a set of related critical challenges.

Critical challenges have been developed to meet the outcomes in the Social Studies Program of Studies for each of the grade levels Kindergarten through grade 12.
The overarching inquiries (enquête d'analyse critique) and their respective critical challenges (défi d'analyse critique) have been translated into French for several grade levels. 

Locating Critical Challenges: 

· Search “critical challenge,” and refine the search by selecting the grade level.

· Search “OCI,” and refine the search by selecting the grade level.

4. Support Materials: Support Materials are ready-to-use instructional and assessment materials that can be used as “thinking strategies”. Support Materials can be adapted for use at different grade levels and different subject areas. 
Some of the Support Materials (ressources pédagogiques) are also available in French.
Locating Support Materials:
· Search “Support Materials” to get the complete list of Support Materials available.

· Or search “Summaries of Support Materials” to locate a document that summarizes all of the Support Materials lessons, and allows you to link directly to each Support Material from there. 
5. Modelling the Tools: detailed teaching suggestions that illustrate how teachers might help students develop a particular array of critical thinking skills. These lesson plans address the "tools" required for various tasks — from asking questions and interpreting pictures to solving problems and taking social action. Modelling the Tools resources can be adapted for use at different grade levels and for different contexts. 

Some of the Modelling the Tools (enseigner les outils) are also available in French.)

Locating Modelling the Tools:
· Search “Modelling the Tools” to get the complete list of Modelling the Tools lessons available.

· Or search “Summaries of Modelling the Tools” to locate a document that summarizes all of the modelling the tools lessons, and allows you to link directly to each MT from there. 
6. Classroom Examples: The Classroom Examples showcase students and teachers working through the suggested activities in a Modelling the Tools (MT) lesson plan. Although particular grade levels were chosen for the filming, the MT can be adapted for a wide range of learners.                    

Classroom Examples include:

· A Classroom Example of Investigating Pictures (filmed in combined 1,2 classroom)

· A Classroom Example of Asking Powerful Questions (filmed in grade 6 classrooms)

· A Classroom Example of Interpreting and Reinterpreting Visual Images (filmed in a grade 8 classroom)

· A Classroom Example of Creating Persuasive and Effective Visuals (filmed in grade 10 classrooms)

Locating the Classroom Examples:

· Search “Classroom Example”

· The “Summaries of Modelling the Tools” document lists the Classroom Examples that accompany specific Modelling the Tools

7. Student Resources

In Pursuit of Excellence Students demonstrate critical thinking as they assume the role of a council member for a fictional Order of Excellence modelled after the Alberta Order of Excellence. Students examine excerpts from actual Alberta Order of Excellence nomination packages and select the examples that best meet the provided criteria. They rate the strength of evidence found in the nominations for five fictional candidates, justify the ratings, rank the candidates and make recommendations for investiture into the new Order of Excellence. 
Although this resource is correlated to grade 6 outcomes, the “criteria training” component could be used by students in other grade levels as well.
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